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The three leaders expressed their expecta-
tion that the comprehensive and integrated
approach developed jointly by the U.S., the
ROK, and Japan provides an invaluable op-
portunity to ensure peace and stability on the
Korean peninsula, and they also expressed
their hope that the DPRK responds posi-
tively to the concepts discussed by Dr. Perry
during his visit to Pyongyang last May.

The three leaders confirmed that they are
prepared to undertake measures to improve
their respective relations with the DPRK as
the DPRK addresses the concerns of the
U.S., ROK, and Japan, and takes steps to re-
duce tensions and establish lasting peace on
the Korean peninsula and beyond.

The leaders confirmed that the 1994
Agreed Framework serves as an integral part
of their joint efforts as they seek improved
relations with the DPRK.

The three leaders reconfirmed their com-
mitment to continue to act in close coordina-
tion at all times.

The leaders expressed grave concern over
the continuing violence and resulting human-
itarian disaster in East Timor. They re-
affirmed that the primary responsibility of re-
storing law and order in East Timor resides
with the Indonesian government, and urged
the Indonesian government to take prompt
measures to ensure that the free will of the
East Timorese people, as clearly expressed
in the referendum of August 30, be fully re-
spected. They agreed to work closely with
the United Nations and other members of
the international community toward that
end, keeping in mind the desirability of
maintaining the stability of Indonesia as a
whole in order to avoid possible negative
consequences which might arise in the re-
gion.

The three leaders welcomed the fairly
smooth progress being made in the efforts
to overcome the Asian financial crisis as var-
ious economic indicators show signs of eco-
nomic recovery, and have agreed to cooper-
ate closely in order to sustain the momentum
for recovery of the Asian countries. They un-
derscored the need for APEC economies to
work together for the successful launching
of a new three-year WTO Round at the No-
vember Seattle WTO Ministerial. They
agreed that the region’s leaders must stay the

course with politically difficult macro-
economic and structural reforms to sustain
the region’s recovery.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the contents of this joint statement.

Remarks on the Situation in East
Timor and an Exchange With
Reporters in Auckland
September 13, 1999

The President. Let me begin by saying
that I welcome the statement of President
Habibie last night inviting the United Na-
tions to send a security force into East Timor.
I think that this is a real tribute to the deter-
mination of the friends of the people there—
the Australians, the New Zealanders here, all
the people here at APEC who express soli-
darity.

I think there are a couple of points I’d
like to make about it. Number one, it’s im-
portant to get the details worked out and get
this force in in a hurry, in a way that it can
be effective. Number two, if that happens,
then we can resume our work with the peo-
ple of Indonesia, the world’s fourth largest
country, to help their transition to democracy
and the restoration of prosperity there.

In terms of what our role would be in East
Timor, we have had extensive discussions
with the Australians through our defense
channels, and we’ve been asked to provide
a limited but important function related to
airlift, transportation, communications, intel-
ligence, and perhaps some engineering work.
Exactly what the details would be have yet
to be worked out and require more extensive
consultations with Congress.

I made a number of calls before I left the
country. Secretary Cohen and Mr. Podesta
are back there now working on this issue.
But I hope we can wrap it up. The most im-
portant thing is for President Habibie to
make good on his statement, get the details
worked out, get the force in in a hurry.

Q. Mr. President, will there be any U.S.
ground troops in combat roles in East Timor?

The President. We’ve not discussed that;
we’ve not been asked for that. I talked to
Prime Minister Howard yesterday, and I
stopped in Hawaii, as all of you know, and
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met with our commander in chief there, Ad-
miral Blair, and, obviously, I’ve talked to Sec-
retary Cohen and General Shelton. What we
have been asked to do so far relates to airlift;
what countries are going to contribute to
troops—someone needs to take them to the
theater—relates to transportation, commu-
nications, intelligence, and the possibility of
some engineering work. All of that would re-
quire some presence on the ground in East
Timor, but no one has asked us for any com-
bat troops.

Q. Mr. President, these are troops that,
by and large, have never worked together be-
fore. It’s not like the NATO kind of force.
Do you see for the United States any kind
of coordinating role to keep the peace-
keepers together, to have a command struc-
ture for them?

The President. We might be asked to pro-
vide some help on command and control. But
keep in mind, a number of these troops have
worked together. There is a group here in
this part of the Asia-Pacific region that train
together, that work together, that do exer-
cises together. So there is some experience
here. But there will be some work to be
done, depending on how many countries
come on the command and control, and if
we’re asked to provide some technical assist-
ance there, of course, we’d be willing to help.

Q. Mr. President, how much control will
the Indonesians have about the makeup of
the force? They’ve already said that they’re
uncomfortable with the Australians being the
leaders.

The President. Well, that has to be
worked out today. But my view is that we
should work with the Indonesians in a coop-
erative fashion. Perhaps they should have
some parallel presence even, but they should
not be able to say who is in or not in the
force and what the structure of the force will
be. Otherwise it will raise all kinds of ques-
tions about whether there will be integrity
in the force and it will also delay the imple-
mentation.

The truth is the Australians are willing to
carry the lion’s share of the role. They’re will-
ing to put in a large number of people. They
have enormous military capacity. Our people
have great confidence in working with them.
And so I don’t think that we should be in

a position of having this thing delayed for
days and days and days over that, and I hope
that it won’t be when the talks occur today
with the Indonesians leadership.

Q. Mr. President, as a practical matter,
what’s the quickest you think a deployment
could occur—24 hours, 48 hours—how
quick?

The President. I think we could begin to
move quickly, but I think it depends upon
the meeting today with the Indonesians.
Let’s wait and see what happens today, and
then you ask me that question either late
today or tomorrow, I can give you a more
intelligent answer.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 a.m. at the
Stamford Plaza Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to President B.J. Habibie of Indonesia; and Prime
Minister John Howard of Australia.

Statement on the National Bioethics
Advisory Commission’s Report on
Human Stem Cell Research
September 13, 1999

Today my National Bioethics Advisory
Commission (NBAC) delivered its report on
‘‘The Ethical Use of Human Stem Cells in
Research.’’ Because of the enormous medical
potential of such research, I asked the NBAC
in November 1998 to look at the ethical and
medical issues surrounding human stem cell
research. The scientific results that have
emerged in just the past few months already
strengthen the basis for my hope that one
day stem cells will be used to replace cardiac
muscle cells for people with heart disease,
nerve cells for hundreds of thousands of
Parkinson’s patients, or insulin-producing
cells for children who suffer from diabetes.

The issues addressed by the NBAC’s rec-
ommendations are complex and difficult.
The Commissioners are to be commended
for the thoroughness with which they en-
gaged in this discussion and the national dia-
log that they facilitated, seeking the views
and opinions of virtually every segment of
our society, including scientists, patients,
scholars from most of the major religions in
the United States, lawyers, philosophers,
ethicists, and the public.


